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The evidence collected is strongly in lavour of its efficacy in
ringworm. The best way to apply it is to bruise the leaves and mix
them with lime juicq, the paste thus prepared is spread upon the
affected part* The leaves have also purgative properties,
In eczema, I have obtained the best results by washing the parts
repeatedly with a strong decoction of the leaves and flowers. The
bark has the same properties. In cases of bronchitis and asthma,
in herpetic constitutions, I have administered the decoction of the
leaves and flowers in repeated doses during the day, relieving
dyspnoeal oppression and promoting expectoration. The medicine
acts on the bowels slightly and increases the secretion of urine (Dr.
Amed; Ph. J., 28-4-88).
In Indo China and the Philippine Islands, the leaves are consi-
dered most effective against herpes. The wood in decoction is used
as a mild purgative,
In Guinea, the pounded fresh leaves are rubbed on or applied
to all kinds of skin affections.
In the Gold Coast, the leaves are crushed mixed with black pepper
and applied to dhoby itch, craw-craw, and ringworm on the head
or on the skin. The infected place is rubbed until the blood comes,
and then the leaves are rubbed in the palms and applied to the sores,
which are effectively cured. This is one of the most effective amongst
native medicines. When boiled the leaves have a purgative effect.
They are also boiled and drunk by women to hasten the delivery of
children.
The paste of the leaves was used as an external application in
several cases of ringworm of the body and was found to be efficacious
in recent cases, but in chronic cases the drug failed to bring about a
cure (Roman).
In snake-bite the fresh leaves are given internally* For
scorpion-sting any part of the plant is made into a paste and applied
to the sting.
The leaves are not an antidote to snake-venom (Mhaskar and
Caius). Every part of the plant is equally useless in the treatment
of scorpion-sting (Caius and Mhaskar).
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